61.   MT NOTES

SIMPLICITY v. DISORDER

Discussing  difficulties  which  deter people  from  taking up
public work, a young man writes:1

It is not at all easy to say how far the difficulties pointed out
here deter the educated class. My own belief is that the diffi-
culties will not deter a sincere worker. Those who have been
taking tea continue to do so and at the same time devote them-
selves to service. Many workers travel second class and yet do
real service. There is no sin in drinking tea or travelling second
class. Those who can do without tea or the comforts of the second
class should do so, but those who cannot endure the physical
discomforts of the third class may travel second class and serve.
This is plain enough. Those who adopt untidy and slovenly ways
in the name of simplicity certainly commit a sin. Simplicity is
incompatible with slovenliness because simplicity is a virtue while
disregard for order is a defect. One finds even those who live in
style wanting in a sense of order. An unmethodical person cannot
be regarded as simple. Simplicity can be acquired by training.
A person who cannot have furniture and therefore manages with-
out it is not a man of simple habits. He wants more of it and is
miserable because he has to make do with a little. A man of
simple habits is contented with a little even when he can get
much and regards .plenty as a source of misery.

What is true of lack of order and method is also true of
uncleanliness. A person who loves simplicity will never be un-
clean. We know, however, that many people of seemingly simple
habits are very dirty and bring discredit to simplicity. It is the
duty of those who wear khadi to keep it always clean and as white
as milk, to wash it daily and to mend the garment if it is torn
in any part. One need not be ashamed of patches on one's clothes,
but torn clothes are a sign of indolence and therefore something
to be ashamed of. There ought to be cleanliness in simplicity. In
trying to maintain cleanliness in the midst of plenty, one is dri-
ven to burden oneself with more and more possessions; that is
why some people cultivate simple habits. Anyone who adopts

1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had stated that
Gandhiji's advice to the people to be simple in their food and living habits had
been misinterpreted by many to mean disregard for order and regularity.